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ome people object to putting Don and
Doris Flsher's contemporacy art musewm
anywhere in the Presidio, but the vast
mu}omy object to putting it on the Presicio’s
Maln Parade: Ground, Of the approximately
300 who commented to the Presidio Tiust
on the proposal, over 70 ‘percent strongly
objected — including the Presidio Historical
Assoclatlon, eminent landscape acchicect
Lawrence Halprin, the Sicrra Club, and many
who had actended the Trusts public meetlngs.
Few faule the Flshers’ apparent generoslty, bue
almost everyone faults their (and the Presidio
Teust’sy deslre to ighore, rather than support,
: history and nacwal environmene of the
k., Ie appenrs thae almost every histordcal,
nelghborhood and environmental group chac
has examined the proposal so far objects to
the plan to put a huge building to display art
at the Presldio’s Main Pose, a ccmelplccc 1ud
lulstorically seasltlve sice,

Many were hoping to hear Presidio Thust
plans to reconstruct the old presiclio, as has beeu
done i Santa Barbaga ancl Theson — other cli-
fes with hiscorle presicios, They wete hoplng to
heat proposals for a fist-race history museum
thae. would do fustlce to the Presiclio’s (und
Ametleds) history, to be located in the otiginal
Main Post. Instead, they heard that the Truses
propogal for an’ 80,000-square-foot hotel and
the Fishers' 100,000-square-faot-plus contém-
poracy act museum — hoge buildings thac couldl
destroy the acexs status as a Nalonal Histotle
Landmatlc District, It was particolarly shocldng
because te appeared chose buildings could be put
in several less hiscordeally destructive locations
ost the Preslello, whetre they could aterace juse as
many visitaty, bue would Imjose far fewer pale-
Ing demanels naet much lesy veallie on llci&hl)mu
hoo sreets,

The Prestello Flistorleal Associadon submie-

{ 1 foiinal proposal for a histoty center ne the

win Pagt, bue the status of that proposal ls now
Jneevtalny, and appests to have been rejected by

tl1e Thist,

The Presidio Thust- Act,. confirmed by the
Trust’s mission statement, malkes che presenti-
tion of history a priority, as it is in afl nacional
piks with histoie sites. When the parle was
created, the Natdonal Paile Servlee convened a

group of historians who suggésted “Storics” thar
might be told by a Piesidlo histoty museum.
However, nelther  the Pack Service nor the
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Tuge- did anything with chose. recommenda-
tons. In 2004, the Natlonal Academy of Public
Adminisnators - nudited ¢he Presldio, av the
request of a Conpressional commltiee. It told
the Thust to do a beter job with lts. public
responsibiliies, and if It could not, new legisla-
ton defining the Thusts responsibilitles should
be passec: T he Thust dicl nothlng,

One .of the oiglnal Presidlio Thust board
members, 1. Michael Heyman. (also formey
U.C, chancellor and former secreary and CEO
of the Smlthsonlan Instieuton), cogether with
che San Limiclsco Chronsele's urban deslpts edi-
toty John King, scolded the Trust for Ignoring

its resporisibilities to the presentation of history.
There was no response fiom the Thust,

More recently, Heyman wrote the Tiust and
Don Fisher (n former Tiust boatel president),
reminding them of the board’s prior internal
agrecicnt 0 set up a history museum after the
Lucas lonse was complete nnd che Tiuss leastng

plogmm wag In place, Once ngmn, sllence from

the Trugt,

Recently,
the Presidlo
Historlenl
Assoclation  snid
that enough s

enough,  and
nominated the
Presidio for

the 2008 Most
Endangered
Historic'  Slies
in Amerlen, (0
list  compiled
Ly the- Natonal
Thust for Mistorle
Preservation), 1t
boargued that the
- proposed: “hotel
and Fisher muse-
um conld force
delisting of the
Maln Post ag 0
Natjonal Historle Lnndmtu e Dlstrlel: - a loss of
the patles most Iniporiant histotlc status. .
The Ttust hes offered no explanations for
it persistent refisals o honor It responsi-
bilitles to present Presidio hlstory, ov for. ks
urniscernly haste to glorlfy the Fishers' proposal,
i cverychlng from It New Yorker adl requesting
projposals for Maln Post muscurns, to ta most
recent press release that continued to laud the
proposecl art nugeurn,
Perhapy there Is 1o renson for concern,
bue Doin Mahers clalm In a recent edlitlon
of Norbstde San Pranchco about how he
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came to select the sice contradices the Trust’s
Management Plan, and the memoties of dozens
of peaple who were a part of the process. In the
article, Fisher stated, “T had been on the Presidio
board and lnew that there was an area that had
been designated for a museum o 2 building of
¢hat sort at the head of the Parade Grounds. So,
we decided to malce an unsolicited offer to the
Presidio. They then put the site out to bid to see
if anyone else was incerested in using the same
space, It’s done in a very democraric (ashion.”
In fact, the only site “designated” for a large
imuseum under che Presidio Trust Management
Plan, in effect both then and now, is the former
commissary site (now the Sports Basement) on
Crissy Field.

The many people from the neighborhood,
envitonmental and historical groups who

actended Presidio Thust meetings on the Paade”

Ground also disagree with Fisher. They note
that the Trust convened a series: of meetings
about “erecning” the Parade Ground, At those
meeiings, the Trust seaff said chat an anony-
mous donor had provided finds for an eastern
firm, the Olin Group, to prepate plans for the
greening, But the staff refused to name the
donoy, At the firse meeting, there appeared on
the Trusts plans, at the south end of the Patade

Ground, a building designated for a muscum

or other institutional site, Questions as to what
inscitudon was intended brought no answer.

The Tiust staff avoided answering questions

about its impact on historical sites by saying,
“It was only an idea” In every meeting, from
the first to the last, participants expressed neat-
unaninious agreement chat ehat building should
be removed. Nevercheless, the building contin-
ued to reappear in presencarions at subsequent
meetings. At the lase Trust meetng on the
subject, the staff hact [m:pru‘cd nwo plans, one
with the building present, and the other with it

gone. '
It appears to the many who were there that
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chere never was a rime when anyone on the
Trust stalf or board could have said “an area
hadl been designated for a museum or a
building of that sort” ac or anywhere near
the Main Parade Ground.

Reading Fisher's Northside interview has
now raised new quescions in the minds
of the community as to who paid for the
Olin study, and why and when. They also
note that when Fisher presented his pro-
posal to the public, he aclknowledged that
it would include $10 million to landscape
the grounds directly in front of his proposed
building.

Finally, Fishet’s claim chat the bidding
was “done in a very democratic fashion”
is completely betied by the record. The
Trusts ad in the New Yorker requesting
project proposals clearly suggested that the
Rishers' museum was the proposal to bid
against. The follow-up documents requested
am archicecrural design that — coincidentally
— was completely consistent with che Fishers’
proposal. The request for proposals was
therefore not handled in che usual way for
federal contracting, and was hardly “demo-

cratic” in its implications.

It thas appears that che Trust has support-
ed the Fishers' large museum and its own
large botel proposals over other proposals
more consistent with the history and nacural
environment of this most valuable part of
the Presidio. For that reason, focal residents
concerned with the Presidio as a parl, and
with the Truse as a credible institutiort,
believe the Fishers' museum and the Trusc’s
adjacent hotel must eicher be abandoned, o,

at a minimum, relocated.

Gary Widnurn is president of the Presidio
Histovical Association. David B Bancroft is a
member of the board of divectors of the Cow
Hollow Association. (Views expressed here
are nor necessarily those of the Cow Hollow

Assoctarion.)



